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Dear f r iends and members
of  the CEEC,

On the occasion of  th is  last
Newslet ter  of  the school
year ,  I  would l ike to  

CEEC ACTIVITIES 
OUR MEETINGS
The 104th General  Assembly of  the CEEC was
held in T i rana on 21  and 22 March.  The ent i re
team from Albania 's  Cathol ic  educat ion sector
organised our s tay magni f icent ly .  

This  meet ing was marked by presentat ions
from our guest  speakers :  the "Label  Ouverture
internat ionale"  by Marie-Carol ine HAMON and
Jade GARCIA (France)  and the set t ing up of  a
Mediterranean network by Jacques LE LOUP ,
diocesan director  of  Cathol ic  Educat ion in
Marsei l le  and appointed by Cardinal  Avel ine
to lead this  pro ject  in i t ia ted by Pope Francis
fo l lowing his  v is i t  to  the Mediterranean
Meet ings in Marsei l le  in 2023 .  

Once again ,  our  meet ings provided an
opportuni ty  to exchange ideas in working
groups on the cont inuat ion of  our  theme "The
role of  the Cathol ic  school  in Europe" .  Our
discussions helped to c lar i fy  our  object ives
and our working methodology.  

As a lways ,  our  biannual  meet ing was a  rea l
opportuni ty  for  our  members to meet ,  to  get
together ,  to  exchange informat ion ,  their
respect ive points  of  v iew and pro jects  in a
shared vis ion of  Cathol ic  educat ion in Europe.  

highl ight  a  concern of  our  Pope Leo XIV ,
whose e lect ion we learned of  on 8 May.  A
concern that  is  a lso ours ,  that  of  socia l
just ice .  

The last  Pope to bear  the name Leo was
Leo XI I I  who was the one who ini t ia ted
the Church 's  socia l  commitment wi th the
encycl ica l  "Rerum Novarum" in 1891 ,  the
f i rs t  of  a  long ser ies  that  marked the
Church 's  act ive thinking about  society at
a l l  levels .  Our new Pope has fo l lowed in
this  vein through his  miss ionary l i fe  and
in his  f i rs t  words af ter  his  e lect ion.  

Through his  l i fe  wi tness ,  he invi tes  us to
l ive the great  pr incip les of  the Church 's
socia l  thought  in the governance of
Cathol ic  educat ion ,  both in our schools
and in our nat ional  and internat ional
s tructures .  Let  us be guided by Leo XIV
so that  we may be witnesses of  just ice
and fraterni ty .

With the school  hol idays just  around the
corner ,  I 'd  l ike to wish you a l l  a  wel l -
deserved summer break .
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OUR ACTIONS, PROJECTS AND
NEWS
CEEC TAKES PART IN A MAJOR
EUROPEAN PROJECT ON EDUCATIONAL
REFORM 

An anthropologica l  approach to
reform

The CEEC is  taking part  in  a  two-year
European research pro ject ,  IMANARE ,
a longside three partners :  Mate j  Bel
Univers i ty  (S lovakia ) ,  the Univers i ty  of
L jubl jana (S lovenia )  and the associat ion
Mala f i lozof i ja  (Croat ia ) .
Funded by the Erasmus+ programme and
ini t ia ted and directed by Marko Wei lguny
(S lovenia ) ,  th is  pro ject  is  looking at  a  major
issue:  the ro le of  educat ional  reforms and
their  impact  on school  ident i ty .  I t  a ims to
understand the profound dynamics that
have shaped educat ion pol ic ies  in Europe
in recent  decades .

The key role of  the CEEC

An approach serving the common
good

By jo ining the European IMANARE project ,
CEEC is  pursuing i ts  miss ion of  put t ing i ts
expert ise and human resources at  the service
of  research and the common good.  The data
generated by this  pro ject  wi l l  be used to make
pract ica l  recommendat ions for  tomorrow's
educat ion pol ic ies .   

NEWS FROM OUR MEMBERS IN
EUROPE
SCOTLAND:  RETURN FROM THE
CATHOLIC SCHOOLS FESTIVAL 

more than 110 part ic ipants  f rom al l  over
Europe ,  the USA and Austra l ia .

Barbara Coupar ,  our  Scot t ish member ,
orchestrated the day magni f icent ly ,  wi th the
support  of  a  commit ted and passionate
team.  The fest iva l  was opened by a speech
from the Minister  for  Equal i t ies ,  a f f i rming
the importance of  Cathol ic  educat ion as a
vehic le  for  hope in our societ ies .

Among the highl ights  of  the event  were the
powerful  speeches by Prof .  Tracey Rowland
and Brother  David Hal l  on Cathol ic
anthropology as the basis  of  Fai th ,  Hope
and Love leading to the t ranscendenta l
v i r tues of  Truth ,  Beauty and Goodness .
Par t ic ipants  had the opportuni ty  to take
part  in  round tables on the theme of  

The Cathol ic  Schools  Fest iva l
was held in Glasgow on 14
June under the inspirat ional
theme of  'Voices of  Hope ' .
Organised in col laborat ion
with educat ion services in
I re land ,  England and Wales ,
the event  brought  together  

At  the heart  of  the pro ject  is  an
interdisc ip l inary approach that  quest ions
the anthropology under ly ing educat ional
reforms.  Our invest igat ions wi l l  a im to gain
a bet ter  understanding of  how certa in
human and socia l  va lues have inf luenced ,
and wi l l  cont inue to inf luence ,  the major
or ientat ions of  schools  in Europe.  The
project  wi l l  seek to develop
anthropologica l  indicators  based on
European values and appl icable on a large
scale .

As the representat ive of  a  network of  over
40 ,000 Cathol ic  schools  and 8 mi l l ion
pupi ls  across Europe ,  the CEEC wi l l
mobi l ise i ts  members to contr ibute to the
research and to ensure that  the resul ts  are
disseminated.



"Community of  Hope"  and in numerous
educat ional  workshops .  Our President ,  Paul
Meany ,  gave the c los ing address ,  thanking
Barbara and her  team,  and emphasis ing the
CEEC theme of  Cathol ic  Schools  – Good for
Europe.
The day ended with a  pi lgr im walk through
Glasgow ci ty  centre ,  which took part ic ipants
to St  Andrew's  Cathedra l  for  a  mass .  

NEWS FROM CATHOLIC
EDUCATION AROUND THE
WORLD
CATHOLIC TEACHING AND THE
MEDITERRANEAN NETWORK:  SETTING
COURSE FOR ‘BEL ESPOIR ’

An odyssey for  peace and dia logue
between cul tures

Fol lowing on f rom the Mediterranean
Encounters  organised in Bar i ,  F lorence ,
Marsei l le  and Tirana ,  Cathol ic  educat ion
has been involved in an unprecedented
adventure s ince March:  the MED 25 -  Bel
Espoir  boat  t r ip .  This  pro ject  embodies a
strong desire to bui ld  a  Mediterranean
network for  peace by l inking 30 ports  by
sea and welcoming on board 200 young
people f rom al l  backgrounds ,  cul tures and
rel ig ions .  In  groups of  25 ,  these young
people embark on 15-day sessions
combining t ra ining ,  meet ings and ref lect ion
on the major  chal lenges of  our  t ime.

This  educat ional  pro ject  is  part  of  the
process launched by the la te Pope Francis
in Marsei l les  in 2023 ,  when he ca l led for
greater  cooperat ion between Cathol ic
educat ion actors  around the Mediterranean.  

The a im of  the journey is  to bui ld  br idges
between peoples ,  encourage inter-re l ig ious
dia logue and ref lect  col lect ive ly  on the
migratory ,  socia l  and environmental
chal lenges fac ing the region.

A cert i f icate is  awarded at  the end of  each
session ,  va l idated by the wri t ing of  a
dissertat ion ,  and a col lect ive book wi l l  bear
witness to this  human and spir i tua l
adventure .
The "Bel  Espoir "  ship wi l l  arr ive in Marsei l le
on 25 October 2025 ,  br inging the voyage to a
c lose with a  specia l  moment of  shar ing .
To fo l low the adventure throughout  the
summer :  cl ick here .  

NEWS FROM OUR PARTNERS
OIEC:  TRIBUTE TO POPE FRANCOIS ,
ARCHITECT OF FRATERNAL EDUCATION
AND A WORLD IN DIALOGUE

The CEEC joins the OIEC in paying t r ibute to
Pope Francis ,  who has had a profound impact
on the Church and the wor ld through his
constant  ca l l  for  f raterni ty ,  peace and socia l
just ice .  S ince his  e lect ion in 2013 ,  he has
never ceased to chal lenge us to move
beyond indi f ference ,  to  go to the per ipher ies
and to bui ld  br idges rather  than wal ls
between communit ies .  His  wi tness has
part icular ly  resonated in the wor ld of
educat ion ,  where his  commitment to young
people ,  human digni ty  and integra l  ecology
has opened up new paths .  For  him,  educat ion
was a prophet ic  gesture for  a  new wor ld .

https://med25belespoir.org/
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CALLS, INVITATIONS AND
INFORMATION
OIDEL:  SUMMER UNIVERSITY f rom 23
to 26 June 

Now in i ts  th ird year ,  the OIDEL Summer
Univers i ty  presents  a  t ra ining programme
designed for  educat ion leaders passionate
about  promoting the cause of  educat ional
p lura l ism and strengthening the ro le of
schools  in bui ld ing a more equi table and
diverse wor ld .  Par t ic ipants  wi l l  v is i t  the UN
Pala is  des Nat ions and UNESCO's
Internat ional  Bureau of  Educat ion and wi l l
have the opportuni ty  to interact  wi th
people f rom diverse backgrounds who
share their  passion for  educat ion and the
defence of  human r ights .
To register ,  cl ick here .  

I t  was wi th this  in mind that  in 2019 he
launched a wor ldwide appeal  for  a  "Global
Educat ional  Pact " ,  convinced that  the current
cr is is  -  anthropologica l ,  socia l  and ecologica l
-  was rooted in a  breakdown in the
fundamental  bonds of  t ransmiss ion.  This
Global  Educat ional  Pact  is  based on a
profoundly humanist  v is ion and ca l ls  for  an
educat ional  approach founded on
relat ionships ,  l i s tening ,  compassion and the
search for  meaning.  
To ensure that  th is  v is ion and impetus are
not  lost ,  and to thank our la te  Pope Francis ,
the OIEC is  shar ing with us a  brochure
out l in ing the main themes and highl ights  of
Pope Francis '  pont i f icate .  In  the same spir i t
of  hope ,  we warmly welcome the e lect ion of
his  successor ,  Pope Leo XIV.  

OIDEL:  "EDUCATIONAL PLURALISM:
WHY IS IT  RELEVANT FOR THE EU? 

On 8 Apri l ,  th is  congress organised by OIDEL
was held at  the Wi l f r ied Martens Centre for
European Studies (Nether lands) ,  where the two
latest  reports  publ ished by OIDEL were
presented:  "The Freedom of  Educat ion Index
2023"  and "Global  Trends in Freedom of
Educat ion:  Analys is  of  i ts  Enabl ing Factors
and i ts  Relat ionship with Socia l  Mobi l i ty  and
Equi ty " .  The discussion highl ighted the va lue
of  educat ional  p lura l ism,  the legal  f rameworks
that  underpin i t  and the need to protect
parenta l  r ights  and subsidiar i ty  in educat ion.

From lef t  to  r ight :  Peter  Hefe le (Director  of  Pol icy at  the
Wil f r ied Martens Centre for  European Studies ) ,  Jan De
Groof  (Professor  at  the Univers i ty  of  Bologna and
President  of  the European Associat ion for  Educat ion Law
and Pol icy ) ,  Ashley Berner  (Director  of  the Johns Hopkins
Inst i tute for  Educat ion Pol icy ) ,  Gonzalo Sanz-Magal lón
Rezusta (Honorary Professor  of  Educat ion and Fami ly
Studies at  CEU-CEFAS) ,  Ignasi  Grau (Director  of  OIDEL) .  

https://www.oidel.org/summer-university/
https://www.oidel.org/summer-university/


Any informat ion or  ar t ic les  to send
us about  news f rom Cathol ic
educat ion in Europe or  wor ldwide?

AGENDA
10 September 2025 :  Execut ive Board meet ing in
Brussels  (Be lg ium)
10-11  October 2025 :  105th General  Meet ing in
London (UK)

 

17- 18 Apr i l  2026 :  106th General  Meet ing
(Nether lands)
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The CEEC wishes you a very
happy end to the academic year

and a great  summer!

Contact  us :
ceec@ceec.be

SeGEC SUMMER UNIVERSITY:  20
AUGUST

The General  Secretar iat  of  French-  and German-
speaking Cathol ic  Educat ion in Belgium warmly
invi tes  you to the 2025 edi t ion of  th is  annual
event  on the theme of  "School-Business
Dia logue" .  
The event  wi l l  h ighl ight  in i t ia t ives ,  th inkers  and
players  in the f ie ld who are explor ing on a
dai ly  basis  the mechanisms for  encounters ,
confrontat ions and col laborat ions between
schools  and the wor ld of  work ,  to  bui ld
tomorrow's  wor ld together .  
To register ,  c l ick  here .   

https://ls-prod.segec.be/index.php/829542?lang=fr
https://ls-prod.segec.be/index.php/829542?lang=fr
https://ls-prod.segec.be/index.php/829542?lang=fr

