
Dear CEEC members ,  
Dear  f r iends ,

In  recent  weeks ,  there have been a number of  internat ional  events  for  Cathol ic
educat ion in which members of  the CEEC have part ic ipated.

F i rs t ly ,  f rom 9 to 12  October ,  our  genera l  assembly in London ,  preceded by an excel lent
symposium br i l l iant ly  organised on the text  Graviss imum Educat ionis .  Thank you once
again to the team at  the Cathol ic  Educat ion Service for  their  welcome and for  organis ing
this  meet ing .

Then ,  f rom 23 to 26 October ,  in  Marsei l le ,  a  Mediterranean meet ing was held ,  a t tended
by representat ives f rom Portugal ,  Spain ,  France ,  A lbania ,  Turkey ,  Lebanon and Morocco.
This  was an opportuni ty  to work on bui ld ing a network of  Cathol ic  schools  in the
Mediterranean and to welcome the ship Bel  Espoir ,  which sai led a long the coast  for
eight  months ,  carry ing young people who have received t ra ining on the subject  of
peace.

F inal ly ,  f rom 28 October to 2  November ,  the Jubi lee of  the World of  Educat ion in Rome
provided an opportuni ty  to hold an OIEC Counci l  meet ing and part ic ipate in events
organised by the Vat ican.  Your representat ives at  th is  Counci l  were very act ive :  France ,
Belg ium,  England.  Thank you to them. Many other  members were present ,  inc luding our
President  Paul  Meany.

In addi t ion to the r ich content  of  these meet ings ,  le t  us remember the wonderful
conviv ia l i ty  and f raterni ty  that  cont inue to grow among us .

Enjoy reading. . .
 

SECRETARY GENERAL ,  Louis-Marie P i ron
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OUR ACTIONS, PROJECTS AND
NEWS
IMANARE:  CEEC,  PARTNER IN THE
ERASMUS+ PROJECT 

CEEC ACTIVITIES 
OUR MEETINGS

Last  October ,  the CEEC met in London for
i ts  105th General  Assembly .  

We were warmly welcomed by the team of
Cathol ic  Educat ion of  England ,  and had the
opportuni ty  to hold our meet ings at  the
magnif icent  Univers i ty  of  St  Mary in
Twickenham. 

Our s tay began with our members
part ic ipat ing in the Graviss imum
Educat ionis  symposium organised by the
univers i ty  to mark the 60th anniversary of
this  founding text .  

The conferences focused on the his tor ica l
l inks between this  document and other
texts  of  the Second Vat ican Counci l ,  as  wel l
as  i ts  contemporary l inks wi th Cathol ic
educat ion.  We had the pleasure of  meet ing
Lieven Boeve ,  former representat ive of
F landers wi thin the CEEC,  who was one of
the speakers on that  day .  

Our meet ings provided an opportuni ty  to
present  the la test  news on Cathol ic
educat ion in the countr ies  represented ,
focusing more speci f ica l ly  on the issues of
teacher shortages and the Cathol ic  ident i ty
of  our  schools .  

As at  every meet ing ,  th is  key i tem on our
agenda provided a rea l  opportuni ty  to
exchange exper iences and pract ices ,
h ighl ight ing the importance of  our  miss ion
to br ing together ,  mainta in and act ivate our
European network .  

Our meet ing in London was an opportuni ty
to present  the progress of  our  IMANARE
project  and to announce the next  s teps in
our col laborat ion with the European
network of  CEEC.  

Marko Wei lguny,  pro ject  manager,  presented
an overview of  the progress made to our
members .  He expla ined that  the l i terature
review is  one of  the f i rs t  s teps in laying
the theoret ica l  foundat ions for  the
development of  a l l  other  mater ia ls  wi thin
the f ramework of  our  Erasmus+ IMANARE
project .  This  review focuses on four
themes:  the anthropology of  educat ion ,
educat ion reforms ,  re lat ional  aspects  in
educat ion ,  and the development of
observat ion tools .  

For  this  s tage of  the work ,  we have sought
the col laborat ion of  the CEEC network to
provide us wi th t i t les  of  books or  ar t ic les
re lated to these four  themes in their
countr ies .  

Secondly,  Marko Wei lguny expla ined how
the CEEC's  extensive network wi l l  enable
contr ibut ions to be obtained f rom a wide
range of  actors  and the pro ject  resul ts  to
be disseminated.  To this  end ,  a  ca l l  was
launched to br ing together  volunteer
experts  or  researchers f rom each country
represented within the CEEC who would
have an interest  in  our  work .  



DIAGNOSIS OF CATHOLIC EDUCATION
IN EUROPE:
Pre l iminary resul ts  of  the SeGEC and
CEEC survey presented in London

NEWS FROM CATHOLIC
EDUCATION IN EUROPE

Final ly ,  the last  point  of  col laborat ion
requested at  th is  genera l  assembly is
ass is tance in ident i fy ing documents
implement ing educat ional  reforms f rom 1989
to the present  day in each European
country .  These documents may be nat ional
s trategic  documents ,  nat ional  curr icula  or
laws re lat ing to educat ion.  

The ini t ia l  resul ts  of  the survey "Cathol ic
Educat ion:  Diagnosis "  were presented at  our
105th General  Assembly.  This  s tudy,
conducted by Ét ienne Michel  and the SeGEC
research department ,  in  col laborat ion with
the CEEC,  is  based on work ini t ia l ly  carr ied
out  as  part  of  the Afr ican Educat ion Pact .  

An approach to assessing the current  s tate
of  Cathol ic  educat ion

The aim of  this  survey is  to assess the
current  s tate of  Cathol ic  educat ion.  This
ini t ia l  s tage of  ref lect ion forms the basis
for  a  broader pro ject :  developing forward-
looking scenar ios to imagine and bui ld  the
future of  our  educat ion system.  

During his  presentat ion in London ,  Ét ienne
Michel  expla ined that :  

"The idea is  that  Cathol ic  educat ion is
def ined both by i ts  educat ional  pro ject  and
by i ts  organisat ional  model .  I f  we want  to
think about  the future of  Cathol ic
educat ion on a European scale .  we need to
think ahead about  educat ional  pro jects  and
organisat ional  models .  But  before reaching
this  forward- looking stage ,  we star ted with
a hypothesis  proposed by a French Jesui t ,
Father  Paul  Valadier.  His  argument was that
in order  to think about  the future of
Cathol ic  educat ion ,  we need to s tar t  wi th an
assessment of  contemporary cul tura l  and
rel ig ious developments . "

Two structur ing hypotheses

The survey is  based on two major
hypotheses :  Cathol ic  educat ion is  def ined
simultaneously by i ts  educat ional  pro ject
and i ts  organisat ional  model .  In  order  to
envisage i ts  future ,  i t  is  necessary to s tar t
wi th an analys is  of  re l ig ious ,  cul tura l  and
societa l  developments in order  to ident i fy
the chal lenges fac ing schools .

A two-part  quest ionnaire

The quest ionnaire consis ts  of  two main
parts .  The educat ional  pro ject :  i t  examines
rel ig ious ,  cul tura l  and societa l
developments ,  as  wel l  as  their  impact  on
schools '  educat ional  pro jects .  The a im is  to
ident i fy  di f ferent  possib le scenar ios for  the
future of  Cathol ic  educat ion.  

We are p leased to present  the f i rs t
issue of  the Erasmus+ IMANARE

research pro ject  newslet ter !  

This  f i rs t  edi t ion presents  the pro ject ' s
object ives and team of  partners !  As a

partner,  the CEEC is  del ighted to
contr ibute i ts  expert ise and col laborate
with an inspir ing consort ium to achieve

our common goals .

🔗  Read the newslet ter  here :
ht tps : / / lnkd. in/eBXHXhkX

https://lnkd.in/eBXHXhkX


Jubi lee of  the World of  Educat ion
2025

OIEC :  AN UNFORGETTABLE WEEK IN
ROME

NEWS FROM OUR PARTNERS

Organisat ional  models :  th is  examines four
areas of  change — the re lat ionship between
schools  and the Church ,  the re lat ionship
between schools  and the State ,  the re lat ionship
with c iv i l  society,  and f ina l ly  the internal
chal lenges fac ing the organisat ion of  Cathol ic
schools .

Towards a  l ink between educat ional  pro jects
and organisat ional  models

In conclusion ,  Ét ienne Michel  emphasises the
importance of  consis tency between educat ional
and organisat ional  scenar ios :  "Not  a l l
educat ional  pro jects  are compat ib le  wi th a l l
organisat ional  models .  Thinking about  the
future of  Cathol ic  educat ion therefore means
f inding compat ibi l i ty  between these two
dimensions . "

S igni f icant  European part ic ipat ion

The survey was dis tr ibuted to CEEC members
and received responses f rom 16 European
countr ies :  Albania ,  French-speaking and
German-speaking Belgium,  Dutch-speaking
Belgium,  France ,  L i thuania ,  Germany,  I re land ,
I ta ly,  Norway,  Portugal ,  Romania ,  Sweden ,
Scot land ,  Spain ,  Switzer land and the
Nether lands .  At  th is  pre l iminary s tage ,  one
representat ive per  country contr ibuted to the
data col lect ion.  Al though the sample is  not  yet
exhaust ive ,  i t  a l ready provides a  snapshot  of
the divers i ty  of  approaches across Europe.

A f rui t fu l  work session 

The ini t ia l  resul ts  were the focus of  a  key
discussion at  the last  b iannual  CEEC meet ing .
The CEEC network added real  va lue to this
comparison of  survey responses ,  a l lowing each
nat ional  representat ive to share their
perspect ives and add nuance to the col lect ive
ref lect ion on this  survey.

From 27 October to 2  November 2025 ,  Rome
welcomed more than 400 Cathol ic  educat ion
stakeholders  and 15 ,000 part ic ipants  f rom
around the wor ld to celebrate the Jubi lee of
the World of  Educat ion.  At  the heart  of  th is
his tor ic  week were the 102nd OIEC Counci l
and the World Youth Congress ,  two events
that  showcased the Cathol ic  educat ional
miss ion.

The 102nd OIEC Counci l :  a  t ime for  g lobal
discernment

On 29 October,  representat ives f rom the
OIEC regions gathered around Fr.  Jawad
Alamat ,  Pres ident ,  and Mr.  Hervé Lecomte ,
Secretary General ,  for  an intense and
construct ive working session.

Discussions focused on the educat ional
rea l i t ies  of  Asia ,  Oceania and Lat in America ,
as  wel l  as  major  chal lenges :  migrat ion ,
integra l  ecology,  d ig i ta l  technology,
inc lusion ,  intercul tura l  d ia logue and ,  above
al l ,  the prevent ion of  sexual  abuse of
minors ,  a  pr ior i ty  issue in the Global
Compact  on Educat ion.

The World Youth Congress :  f raterni ty  in
act ion

Meanwhi le ,  more than 80 young people
from the World Youth Counci l ,  Rela is
Méditerranéen ,  P lanet  Fraterni ty  and Dual
Diploma enjoyed a unique exper ience of
internat ional  encounter  and cooperat ion.
At  the Casa per  fer ie  CasACLI ,  they spent
intense days f i l led wi th leadership
workshops ,  f raternal  speed-dat ing sessions
ent i t led "3  minutes to meet  the other " ,
publ ic  speaking workshops in preparat ion
for  their  presentat ion to the Counci l ,
moments of  prayer,  v is i ts  and celebrat ions .



Le CEEC vous souhai te  une t rès
bel le  f in  d ’année académique et

un t rès bel  été !

OIDEL:  Educat ional  p lura l ism in
Europe:  where are we now and
where should we go f rom here?

On 29 October,  their  presentat ions to the
Counci l  made a deep impression on the
members .  The young people shared their
dreams for  a  more just ,  more ecologica l  and
more f raternal  educat ion.  The delegates
from Rela is  Méditerranéen presented their
retrospect ive f i lm and procla imed the
Mediterranean Manifesto for  Peace ,  the
resul t  of  s ix  months of  cooperat ion between
young people f rom Lebanon ,  Syr ia ,  Morocco ,
Spain and France.

A g lobal  event :  Educat ional  Conste l la t ions

On 30 October,  OIEC took part  in  the
Internat ional  Congress on Educat ional
Conste l la t ions – A Pact  wi th the Future .
Hervé Lecomte spoke a longside Cardinal
José Tolent ino de Mendonça ,  Prefect  of  the
Dicastery for  Cul ture and Educat ion ,  to
present  the OIEC's  contr ibut ions and the
innovat ive ini t ia t ives carr ied out  by i ts
networks .

A his tor ic  meet ing with Pope Leo XIV

The Counci l  and the young people shared an
unforget table moment in St .  Peter 's  Square
during Pope Leo XIV 's  meet ing with
educators  f rom around the wor ld .
The Holy Father  re i terated the urgent  need
for  educat ion focused on peace ,  human
digni ty  and sol idar i ty.
 At  the end of  the audience ,  Hervé Lecomte
presented the Pope with the OIEC's  new
book on educat ion for  peace ,  a  highly
symbol ic  gesture for  the ent i re  network .

A week that  opens paths of  Hope

Al l  Saints '  Day Mass and the proclamat ion of
Saint  John Henry Newman as Doctor  of  the
Church brought  this  week of  grace to a
c lose .
Everyone lef t  wi th a  deep convict ion:
educat ion is  a  path to peace ,  and the OIEC is
ca l led to be a bold and fa i thful  archi tect  of
that  peace .
As Hervé Lecomte wrote :

"The posi t ive energy of  th is  week gives us
the impetus to cont inue moving forward
with fa i th ,  hope and determinat ion. "

🎥  Watch the v ideo:
ht tps : / /www.youtube.com/watch?

v=mkrXQoF80eA 
📖  Watch the Pope 's  address to

educators :
ht tps : / /www.vat ican.va/content/ leo-

xiv/ f r /speeches/2025/october/documents/
20251031-giubi leo-educator i .html  

A new working paper on educat ional
p lura l ism has been draf ted by Ignasi  Grau ,
Peter  Hefe le and Alexandre Moreira  in
col laborat ion with the Wi l f r ied Martens
Centre ,  the think tank of  the European
People 's  Par ty  (EPP ) .  

This  report  explores how educat ional
p lura l ism strengthens f reedom of  choice ,
school  d ivers i ty  and parents '  r ights ,
p lac ing this  issue at  the heart  of  the
European agenda.  I t  emphasises that
f reedom and the r ight  to educat ion are
fundamental  pr incip les of  the EU 's
const i tut ional  f ramework .

Educat ional  p lura l ism — a system in which
governments fund a wide var iety of
schools  whi le  holding them al l  accountable
for  academic resul ts  — is  essent ia l  for
socia l  mobi l i ty,  equi ty  and indiv idual
development .  However,  the report  warns
that  this  r ight  is  fac ing growing chal lenges
in Europe ,  as  ideologica l  and economic
pressures threaten both access to and
divers i ty  of  educat ional  opt ions .
I t  ca l ls  for  legal  and pol icy reforms that
protect  parents '  r ights ,  promote a l ternat ive
educat ional  models ,  respect  the autonomy
of pr ivate schools  and guarantee access to
fundamental  knowledge for  a l l  pupi ls .  

According to the authors ,  i t  is  essent ia l  to
str ike a  balance between plura l ism and
common standards in order  to protect
human r ights  and promote democrat ic
part ic ipat ion throughout  Europe.

📄Read the fu l l  report  here

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mkrXQoF80eA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mkrXQoF80eA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mkrXQoF80eA
https://www.vatican.va/content/leo-xiv/fr/speeches/2025/october/documents/20251031-giubileo-educatori.html
https://www.vatican.va/content/leo-xiv/fr/speeches/2025/october/documents/20251031-giubileo-educatori.html
https://www.vatican.va/content/leo-xiv/fr/speeches/2025/october/documents/20251031-giubileo-educatori.html
https://www.vatican.va/content/leo-xiv/fr/speeches/2025/october/documents/20251031-giubileo-educatori.html
https://www.martenscentre.eu/wp-content/uploads/2025/09/Educational-Pluralism-in-Europe.pdf
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around the wor ld?
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ceec@ceec.be
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The CEEC wishes you a very

happy end of  the year .  

INVITATIONS AND EVENTS
SLOVAKIA:  INTERNATIONAL
CONFERENCE ON 21  AND 22
NOVEMBER
Mart in Smi lnak ,  former S lovak representat ive
for  Cathol ic  schools  wi thin the CEEC and
member of  the S lovak Par l iament ,  invi tes  us to
this  annual  internat ional  conference for  school
leaders .  

The event  wi l l  br ing together  outstanding
speakers f rom the Uni ted Kingdom,  the Uni ted
States ,  Poland and Ukraine ,  among others .  This
year,  the S lovak Minister  of  Educat ion wi l l  open
the meet ing .  

You can f ind a l l  the informat ion here :
ht tps : / /se l -conference.org/

The CEEC regular ly  publ ishes i ts
progress and news about  i ts  members
and partners  on i ts  L inkedIn account .

We invi te  you to fo l low this  page to s tay
informed about  a l l  our  la test  news.

Jo in us on LinkedIn to s tay in touch!

25 February 2026:  Execut ive Board
meet ing in Brussels  (Be lg ium)

17-18 Apr i l  2026 :  106th General  Assembly
meet ing in The Hague ( the Nether lands)

Autumn 2026:  107th General  Assembly
meet ing in I re land

https://sel-conference.org/

