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EUROPE: DARING TO HOPE

At a time when strengthening the unity of the European Union has never seemed so essential; while
geopolitical upheavals and strategic power games are hitting the efforts to build it head-on; while member
countries are unable to agree on the means to achieve it; while internal political tensions in certain countries
are weakening their role in this integration; schools in general, and Catholic schools in particular, are asking
themselves not how to solve today's problems, but how to prepare young people to envisage the future of a
united Europe.

The aim of this document from the European Committee for Catholic Education is to present the role that
Catholic schools intend to play in the education of young Europeans, beyond academic objectives, in the
service of a true purpose: education as a place of humanization and learning about life in society, thus
promoting understanding of the values and challenges of the European Union from a perspective of hope. By
value, we mean the quality of what is admirable, a goal to be achieved by every one of us.

The context

Europe and young people

Recent studies (DJEPVA 2022, FEPS 2022, etc.) show that European institutions and their mechanisms
are not viewed positively by young people in the Union. In general, there is a loss of confidence in political
action at the national and supranational levels. On the other hand, young people's desire to get involved in
local community life is greater, particularly in the areas of combating discrimination and protecting the
environment.

These studies also show that young people feel a certain unease about the various health, climate, security,
and economic crises we are experiencing. This makes it difficult for them to project themselves into the
future and envisage positive developments in society.

In this context, the education system must build on young people's desire to get involved, to help them look
resolutely to the future, their future, which they must build together with other Europeans. Schools have a
particularly important role to play, alongside parents, in this area.

Europe and education

Education and teaching are not areas of competence for the European Union as set out in the Treaty of
Rome. However, it is clear that, from very early on, the Union has sought to promote cooperation between
Member States, complement their actions, and encourage the sharing of innovative practices in education.

Since the Treaty of Lisbon came into force in 2007, initiatives in the field of education and training have
been adopted and developed by the European Parliament. The Union now provides a framework enabling
national authorities and European stakeholders to cooperate to improve their education policies.



This translates into programs that promote encounters and collaboration between educators, young people,
and adults, such as Erasmus Plus, eTwinning, and others.

It also translates into systems that provide a framework for learning, such as the European Credit Transfer
and Accumulation System (ECTS), the European Credit System for Vocational Education and Training
(ECVET), and the Common European Framework of Reference for Languages (CEFR).

The European Committee for Catholic Education (ECCE)

The CEEC was created in 1974 on the initiative of Catholic education leaders from six countries: Germany,
Belgium, Spain, France, ltaly, and the Netherlands. Today, it has 30 members and extends beyond the
European Union (EU) to include Scotland, England & Wales, Switzerland, Bosnia and Herzegovina,
Albania, and Ukraine. It brings together more than 40,000 schools with approximately 8 million students.

Since its creation, the CEEC has focused on promoting cooperation between its members to ensure the
development and improvement of teaching and pedagogy. It also ensures that the reality of Catholic schools
is considered by the various states.

Although this objective is included in its statutes, it has never sought to establish close ties with the decision-
making bodies of the European Union, as it has lacked the resources to do so. However, the CEEC is now
considering establishing closer ties with these institutions, not for lobbying purposes, but in a spirit of
sharing a vision of the European space as a place where peoples can coexist.

2. The school's mission

In the current uncertain context, what can the mission of the school be? How, and in what ways, should it
educate young people so that they view Europe in a positive light?

First, it must give them the keys to understanding so that they can grasp the challenges of European
integration. If they do not understand them, they will turn away from Europe.

e One possible starting point is history: the history of the formation of the Union, but also the history
of each of the peoples that make it up. How can we understand the reactions and attitudes of a
particular state or population towards its neighbours if we are ignorant of the history of their
relations? How can we find convergent references in each country's history that will enable
Europeans to construct a common narrative?

e Sociological and economic approaches can also be of great help. The economy is the gateway
chosen by the Union to undertake its construction. How can we understand where Europe comes
from, and where it is going, without any economic reference points?

e Another entry point is culture, particularly literature. As the Second Vatican Council reminds us,
"literature and the arts [...] strive to express the very nature of man" (Constitution Gaudium et Spes,
No. 62). We must not limit our understanding of relations between peoples to economic exchanges
but rather understand them through exchanges between cultures.

It must then propose tools to enable people to live better in the European space. Young people will have to
live together in this space and, for some, it will even be a strong professional requirement.

e These tools are above all those of encounter and intercultural and interreligious dialogue. Even in
countries close to us, we experience misunderstandings that challenge our own references.
Schools can help students move from the colonizer's perspective, which considers their own points
of reference and practices to be universal, to the anthropologist's perspective, which seeks above
all to understand others as they are.

e The tools for inhabiting the European space are those of communication and, in particular, those
of language proficiency. Whether it is the language of the other or a shared third language, people



who want to connect must find a common means of exchange. Understanding the language of
others tells us a lot about them, because, as Seneca said, "language is the garment of the soul."

o Finally, school and university exchange programs are probably among Europe's finest
achievements. Participation in these programs is undoubtedly excellent preparation for what lies
ahead.

3. The vocation of Catholic schools

It is by drawing on their own specific characteristics that Catholic schools fulfil their mission of providing
education in the general interest in European countries. These characteristics are marked by a vision of
man and his relationship to society that is intrinsic to Christian anthropology. It is also marked by the sharing
and promotion of the values of the European Union, values of respect for human dignity, freedom,
democracy, equality, the rule of law, and respect for human rights (Article 2 of the Treaty on European
Union).

In an increasingly fragmented and individualistic society, Catholic schools seek to promote the individual
as a unique being in relationship with others. It is in this Christian anthropology that they wish the children
and young people they welcome, to truly take root. They invite institutions and political leaders to place the
human person at the centre and as the goal of any organization. Rooted in the Gospels, this is the very
essence of its project. While it is true that the Gospels say nothing specifically about education, Christ's
whole attitude is educational, both in his relationships with his contemporaries and in the way he spoke to
them and taught them. His approach is a striking example.

In a society marked by secularization, Catholic schools in Europe wish to welcome the children and young
people entrusted to them, as they are, wherever they are in their journey and whatever their religious or
philosophical beliefs. This is fundamentally what they are called to do: "All men, whatever their race, age,
or condition, have, as persons, an inalienable right to education" (Declaration Gravissimum Educationis,
1965).

What characterizes Catholic schools is their educational project, of formation and teaching, which they
propose, and which families embrace. Many non-Catholic families enrol their children in Catholic schools
because of the positive school environment they find there, the quality of education and teaching, and the
respect shown for their own beliefs.

In a society marked by exclusion, Catholic schools do not seek to promote a retreat into identity that would
result in the rejection of diversity in beliefs and practices. On the contrary, Catholic schools aim to be a
space for dialogue and acceptance of differences. In doing so, they are an expression of freedom of
education and a guarantee of educational pluralism.

Catholic schools aim to enable young people to view Europe not with fatalism and mistrust, but with hope.
This hope draws its strength from the certainty that it is possible for everyone to influence their political,
economic, and natural environment, both locally and across Europe.

4. Some perspectives

For the CEEC, the following proposals are both strong convictions and points of vigilance for the functioning
of education systems in the various member countries. At each of our biannual assembly , we review these
issues to identify what we see as dysfunctions and to see how we can help the national Catholic education
structures that are confronted with them.

Recognition of freedom of education

The state monopoly on the education system undermines the pluralism that is essential in the field of
education. This pluralism is necessary to create educational and pedagogical emulation. It is also



necessary to meet the diverse needs of children and young people. Indeed, it is becoming increasingly
clear today that a single offering cannot answer the range of legitimate expectations of families.

The demand for responsible autonomy

To fulfill its mission, the Catholic school must enjoy responsible autonomy, which is essential in its relations
with the State. It cannot contribute to the common good if it is relegated to the role of a substitute, an
alternative to public service. This desired autonomy is not a demand for independence but a framework
that allows for the development of pedagogical innovations.

Respect for religious education

Religious education is essential to truly perfect a comprehensive general education. Ideological initiatives
aimed at eliminating this education in countries and regions where it has historically existed seriously
undermine the human condition. To deny a person's spiritual dimension is to deny the person themselves.
The purpose of this education is not to convince anyone to adopt or abandon a belief. On the contrary, it
allows everyone to clarify and deepen their convictions, whatever they may be.

The primary role of families

Catholic education, faithful to a long tradition, recognizes the pre-eminence of the role of families in
education. While in some cultures, the state seeks to replace families, which are considered "incapable" of
truly taking charge of their children's education, we believe that, instead of disqualifying parents, we must
reposition them and, if necessary, support them so that they can fulfil their role as primary educators.

The European Committee for Catholic Education is available to enrich the reflection on the role of Catholic
schools in Europe with any person, movement, or organization that wishes to do so.
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National Commission for Catholic Education of Albania - KKEKSH
Rruga Medar Shtylla 36/1
TIRANE — REPUBLIKA E SHQIPERISE (ALBANIA)

info@kkeksh.com
www.edukimikatolik.al

AT

Interdiocesan Office for Education and Training
Stephansplatz 3/IV
1010 VIENNA - AUSTRIA

www.schulamt.at

Catholic School Centers in Bosnia and Herzegovina
Catholic School Center "St. Joseph" Sarajevo

M.P. Sokolovi¢a 11

71000 Sarajevo

www.ksc-sarajevo.com

General Secretariat for Catholic Education in French- and German-speaking
Communities (SeGEC)

Avenue E. Mounier, 100
1200 BRUSSELS - BELGIUM
http://enseignement.catholique.be/
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Catholic Education Flanders
Guimardstraat 1

1040 BRUSSELS - BELGIUM
www.katholiekonderwijs.vlaanderen

-

CH

Catholic Schools of Switzerland (KSS), Ecoles Catholiques de Suisse (ECS), Scuole
Cattoliche della Svizzera (SCS), Catholic Schools of Switzerland

Alpenquai 4, P.O. Box 2069

6002 LUZERN - SWITZERLAND/SUISSE/SVIZZERA

www.katholischeschulen.ch
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Ccz

Czech Bishops' Conference / Section for Church Education
Thakurova 3

160 00 PRAHA 6 - CZECH REPUBLIC
http://skolstvi.cirkev.cz
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DE Secretariat of the German Bishops' Conference

Department of Faith and Education, Catholic Schools Division
KaiserstraBe 161

53113 BONN - GERMANY

www.dbk.de
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DK

Association of Catholic Schools in Denmark (FAKS)
Marielystvej 16

2000 FREDERIKSBERG - DENMARK
https://faksnet.dk

www.katolsk.dk

Catholic Schools
Hacienda de Pavones, 5-1°
28030 MADRID - SPAIN
www.escuelascatolicas.es

General Secretariat for Catholic Education (SGEC)
277, rue Saint-Jacques
75005 PARIS - FRANCE www.enseignement-catholique.fr

Secretariat of Independent Educational Institutions in Greece (SIELG)
Themistokli Sophouli 2
171 22 NEA SMYRNI - ATHENS - GREECE, http://www.gieie.gr

Croatian Bishops’ Conference — National Office for Catholic Schools
Ksaverska cesta 12a - 10000 ZAGREB - HRVATSKA (CROATIA)

KaPIl - Katolikus Pedagdgiai Intézet / Catholic Institute of Pedagogy
Varosligeti fasor 42

1068 BUDAPEST - HUNGARY

www.katped.hu
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Association of Management of Catholic Secondary Schools (AMCSS) & Joint
Managerial Body (JMB)

Secretariat

Emmet House, Dundrum Road

Milltown, DUBLIN 14 - REPUBLIC OF IRELAND
www.jmb.ie

IT
National Office for Education, Schools, and Universities of the CEIl
l] Via Aurelia 468
00165 ROME - ITALY
www.educazione.chiesacattolica.it

LV

_ Catholic schools in Latvia

LT

Lietuvos katalikiSkojo ugdymo asociacija
Lithuanian Catholic Education Association
DidZioji g. 34

01128 VILNIUS - LIETUVA (LITHUANIA)
www.nkma.lt

Secretariat for Catholic Education in Malta
16, The Mall
FLORIANA FRN 1472 - MALTA

NL
Dutch Catholic School Board (NKSR)
Secretariat of the Roman Catholic Church — NKSR
P.O. Box 262

NO

3740 AG Baarn
The Netherlands
www.nksr.nl

Catholic Schools in Norway
School Office

Catholic Diocese of Oslo
Akersveien 5, 0177 Oslo
Norway
www.katolsk.no/skoler
skole@katolsk.no

PL
Council of Catholic Schools in Poland
Skwer Kard. Wyszynskiego 6
01-015 WARSZAWA - POLAND

www.rsk.edu.pl

National Secretariat for Christian Education (SNEC)
Quinta do Bom Pastor, Estrada da Buraca 8-12
1549-025 LISBON - PORTUGAL

www.educris.com www.apecatolica.pt
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National Secretariat for Catholic Education (SNEC)
Roman Catholic Archdiocese of Bucharest

Str. Gen. Henri Mathias Berthelot 19

010164 BUCHAREST, sect. 1 - ROMANIA
www.catholica.ro

St Eriks Catholic School
Hemmansvéagen 8

122 38 Enskede
SWEDEN
www.katolska.se

Commission for Education

Slovenian Bishops’ Conference

Stula 23

1210 LJUBLJANA SENTVID - REPUBLIC OF SLOVENIA
http://solstvo.rkc.si/

Association of Catholic Schools of Slovenia (ZKSS)
United School of St. Francis of Assisi

Karloveska 32

841 04 BRATISLAVA - SLOVAK REPUBLIC
www.svfrantisek.sk

Commission of Education of the Ukrainian Greek Catholic Church
A/c 5377

79031 LVIV - UKRAINE

http://edu-ugcc.org.ua/

Catholic Education Service (CES)

39, Eccleston Square

LONDON SW1V 1BX - UNITED KINGDOM
www.catholiceducation.org.uk

Scottish Catholic Education Service (SCES)
75 Craigpark

GLASGOW G31 2HD

SCOTLAND - UNITED KINGDOM
www.sces.org.uk

The European Union of Former Students of Catholic Education (UNAEC)
48 rue de Richelieu

75001 PARIS

FRANCE
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