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CEEC Executive Board Meeting Building CEEC’s Future Together
 At i ts  la test  meet ing in Brussels ,  the CEEC Execut ive Board focused on how to s trengthen

the organisat ion and provide greater  va lue to i ts  members .  The Board reaf f i rmed the
importance of  Cathol ic  school  ident i ty  in a  changing Europe and discussed pract ica l
pr ior i t ies  for  the coming year.
A one-year  pi lot  wi l l  introduce a c learer  shar ing of  responsibi l i t ies  among Board members .
Key areas inc lude reconnect ing with less  act ive members ,  developing research networks
and improving communicat ion between nat ional  secretar iats .  
Other  important  developments inc lude the modernisat ion of  the CEEC websi te ,  bet ter
shar ing of  working-group resources ,  and cont inued progress wi thin the IMANARE project .
The Board looks forward to working c losely wi th members on these ini t ia t ives .

France : new representant
We were pleased to welcome Chris tophe Armanet  to his  f i rs t  Execut ive
Board meet ing as the representat ive of  Cathol ic  educat ion in France
(SGEC) .  He wi l l  par t icular ly  support  CEEC’s  work on the t ra ining of  school
leaders in Europe.
Since September 2026 ,  Chr is tophe has been Director  of  Tra ining &
Coordinat ion at  SGEC,  where he coordinates the t ra ining of  school
leaders ,  the nat ional  team working on educat ional  issues ,  and
inst i tut ional  t ra ining at  a  dis tance.

He br ings extensive exper ience of  Cathol ic  schools  and school  leadership ,  having worked
for  more than ten years  as  a  teacher and school  leader  in the Î le-de-France region ,  before
moving into t ra ining and educat ional  coordinat ion at  SGEC.  He studied phi losophy and
has a  degree in Educat ional  Sciences .  He a lso has a  s t rong European background ,  which
wi l l  f ind a natura l  cont inuat ion within CEEC.
We are del ighted to welcome him to Knock for  his  f i rs t  CEEC General  Assembly.

Scotland: Exploring Magnifica Humanitas with students
NEWS FROM EUROPE

The Scott ish Cathol ic  Educat ion Service (SCES) ,  together  wi th the Off ice of
Communicat ion & Evangel isat ion ,  has developed a new Study Guide for  S1–S2 students  on
Pope Leo XIV ’s  Magni f ica Humanitas .

The resource of fers  an accessib le  introduct ion to the document ’s  ref lect ions on ar t i f ic ia l
inte l l igence ,  human digni ty  and the common good ,  encouraging students  to pray,  ref lect
and discuss how these themes can be l ived out  in the Church and in society.

https://cnetrust.sharepoint.com/sites/SCESSharedContent/Shared%20Documents/Forms/AllItems.aspx?id=%2Fsites%2FSCESSharedContent%2FShared%20Documents%2FMagnifica%20Humanitas%20S1%2D%20S2&p=true&ga=1
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The resource of fers  an accessib le  introduct ion to the
document ’s  ref lect ions on ar t i f ic ia l  inte l l igence ,  human
digni ty  and the common good ,  encouraging students  to
pray,  ref lect  and discuss how these themes can be l ived
out  in the Church and in society.
The package inc ludes a  Study Guide for  Teachers and an
accompanying PowerPoint  Presentat ion ,  as  wel l  as  a
summary of  the document prepared by the Dicastery for
Promoting Integra l  Human Development .
A v ideo ,  Unpacking Magni f ica Humanitas  |  Pope Leo XIV,
AI  & the Future of  Humanity,  a lso provides useful
background for  teachers introducing the topic .

Why is  th is  re levant  for  Cathol ic  educat ion across
Europe?

As AI  increasingly shapes the l ives and learning
environments of  young people ,  these resources of fer
Cathol ic  schools  a  pract ica l  way to connect
technologica l  developments wi th Chris t ian anthropology,
human digni ty,  responsibi l i ty  and the common good.
They can therefore provide va luable inspirat ion for  RE
teachers and Cathol ic  educators  in other  European
countr ies  explor ing how to address AI  f rom a fa i th-based
perspect ive .

France: Pope Leo XIV at UNESCO 
On Fr iday 25 September 2026 ,  46 years  af ter  Pope John Paul  I I ,  Pope
Leo XIV v is i ted the UNESCO headquarters  in Par is .

Art i f ic ia l  inte l l igence was at  the heart  of  the discussions .  UNESCO’s
work on the ethics  of  AI  and Pope Leo XIV ’s  ref lect ion in Magni f ica
Humanitas  share a  common message:  technologica l  progress should
always serve people ,  their  f reedom and their  cr i t ica l  th inking.

Hervé Lecomte ,  Secretary General  of  OIEC ,  a t tended the event .  He highl ighted the
importance of  th is  v is i t  a t  a  t ime when internat ional  cooperat ion is  fac ing chal lenges ,  whi le
today ’s  issues require common act ion more than ever.  The v is i t  was a  s t rong message in
favour of  mul t i la tera l ism,  human digni ty  and peace.
On this  occasion ,  OIEC is  a lso publ ishing a new book br inging together  the educat ional
perspect ives of  UNESCO,  the Holy See and OIEC:

📘  Educat ion as a  Path to Peace

https://youtu.be/ge1B8etyXEI?si=Jcy3-lfIk4QDw10O
https://online.fliphtml5.com/oiecinternational/lfgx/#p=10


Spiritus Rome 2026 – International Formation Programme
From 25 to 28 September,  the Spir i tus
Rome Internat ional  Exper ience was an
extraordinary opportuni ty  to gather  wi th
85 leaders f rom 12  countr ies ,  uni ted by a
shared commitment to the miss ion and
renewal  of  Cathol ic  educat ion.  The event
brought  together  Cathol ic  educat ional
and Church leaders at  the ACU Rome
Campus for  four  days of  fa i th format ion ,
evangel isat ion and leadership
development .

What  s tood out  was the combinat ion of  dynamic presentat ions that  brought  the v is ion of
Spir i tus to l i fe  and pract ica l  models  demonstrat ing how that  v is ion can be implemented
within Cathol ic  schools .  The exper ience of fered both inspirat ion and a c lear  pathway forward ,
s t rengthening our sense that  Spir i tus has the potent ia l  to  make a s igni f icant  contr ibut ion to
format ion for  miss ion in Cathol ic  schools  internat ional ly.

Led by Professor  Br  David Hal l  FMS ,  Peter  Woods and Fr  Fr iedr ich Bechina—who joined us as
guests  at  our  last  General  Assembly—the programme combined prayer,  ref lect ion ,  networking
and pract ica l  t ra ining .
Next  Spir i tus Internat ional  Leaders Conference — Austra l ia ,  Syndney:  16–18 May 2027

LOOKING AHEAD

We are p leased to share the upcoming symposium “Educat ion and Cathol ic  Socia l  Teaching” ,
organised by the Centre for  Socia l  Cathol ic ism (CSLK)  on 6 November 2026 in the
Nether lands .

The symposium wi l l  explore current  chal lenges in educat ion ,  inc luding educat ional  qual i ty,
the format ion of  young people ,  academic pressure and the ro le of  educat ional  f reedom. These
quest ions wi l l  be considered in the l ight  of  Cathol ic  Socia l  Teaching ,  wi th a  part icular  focus
on the digni ty  of  the person ,  so l idar i ty,  subsidiar i ty  and the common good.
The NKRS team and Ti tus Frankemöl le ,  who welcomed us so warmly dur ing our General
Assembly in The Hague last  Apr i l ,  wi l l  be taking part  in  the event .  We wi l l  a lso be pleased to
hear  Dr  Theo van der  Zee ,  Professor  of  Educat ion f rom an Ethica l  and Rel ig ious Perspect ive at
Radboud Univers i ty  Ni jmegen and advisor  to VERUS ,  whom we had the pleasure of  l is tening
to dur ing one of  his  conferences in London last  October.
We wish the organisers  and speakers a  f rui t fu l  and inspir ing af ternoon of  exchange on the
future of  educat ion.  

Registrat ions here .  

The Netherlands: Education and Catholic Social Teaching Symposium

https://www.cslk.nl/


Ireland, Knock 2026

SAVE THE DATES

The CEEC wi l l  gather  in Knock ,  I re land ,  f rom 12  to 14  October 2026 for  i ts  107th General
Assembly.  The meet ing wi l l  be an opportuni ty  to exchange on current  developments in
Cathol ic  educat ion ,  d iscuss CEEC’s  pr ior i t ies  and discover  more about  the I r ish context .

A part icular  highl ight  wi l l  be the presentat ion on educat ion systems and Cathol ic  schools
in the Republ ic  of  I re land and Northern I re land ,  wi th Alan Hynes ,  CEO of  the Cathol ic
Educat ion Partnership ,  F intan Murphy,  CEO of  the Cathol ic  Schools ’  Trustee Service (CSTS)
which is  the support  body for  the Cathol ic  School  sector  in Northern I re land ,  and Cla ire
Ki l roy,  CEO of  the Associat ion of  Patrons and Trustees of  Cathol ic  Schools  (APTCS) .  

Michel le  Ward and Gene But ler  wi l l  lead a sess ion on Relat ionships and Sexual i ty
Educat ion (RSE) .  Michel le  is  the co-creator  of  L iv ing Love Senior  Cycle ,  a  new digi ta l
Cathol ic  resource for  schools ,  and the lead wri ter  of  the new Senior  Cycle Rel ig ious
Educat ion Curr iculum Framework ,  Made for  More .  A former secondary school  teacher and
youth evangel isat ion worker,  she now works as  a  f reelance wri ter  and fa i th educator.
The programme wi l l  a lso inc lude a round table about  Cathol ic  schools  in CEEC countr ies ,
and discussions on the future of  Cathol ic  educat ion in Europe.  Members wi l l  a lso
discover  Knock Shr ine and Basi l ica  and explore the Wi ld At lant ic  Way together.
We look forward to welcoming our members to I re land for  two days of  exchange ,
ref lect ion and fe l lowship .

With a  renewed design and a
c learer,  more modern onl ine
presence ,  the new websi te
ref lects  OIDEL’s  work and
ident i ty  as  an organisat ion.
Discover  the new websi te
here :  www.oidel .org

OIDEL launches its new website

· 108th CEEC General  Assembly :  Louvain- la-
Neuve ,  20–22 Apr i l  2027
· 109th CEEC General  Assembly :  Sant iago de
Composte la ,  20–21  October 2027
· 1 10th CEEC General  Assembly :  Mal ta ,  27–30
March 2028

View the fu l l  Cathol ic  Educat ion events  ca lendar
for  Europe here .
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